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_ REPORT 

“THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
se OE 

‘THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT 

; 3 OF THE 

“TWENTY-SIXTH OF SEPTEMBER LAST 

oe me ; RESPECTING | 


~The unauthorized mode of warfare adopted by the enemy, on the 
plea of retaliation. 


Marcu 3, 1815. 


’ Printed by order of the Senate of the United States. 


WASHINGTON CITY: 


PRINTED BY ROGER C. WEIGHTMAN. 
4 me 4815, 


IN SENATE. 

: 
THE UNITED STATES. 
ey Masai 3 1815. | 


The committee on foreign relations, to whom was 
referred the message of the president of the Unit- 
ed States of the 26th of September last, respect- 
‘ne the unauthorized mode of warfare adopted 
by the enemy, on the plea of retaliation, re- 


port: | 


That, although the war has happily terminated, 
they deem it important to rescue the American 
povernment from unworthy imputations, with 
which it has been assailed during its progress. 
They have, therefore, endeavored to ascertain, 
swhether the destruction of Y ork, in Upper Canada, 
and the other cases assumed by our late enemy, as 
authorizing a departure from the settled rules of 
civilized warfare, were of a character to justify or 
extenuate their conduct. 7 
~The result of the inquiries of the committee, 
manifesting to the world, that the plea which has 
been advanced for the destruction of the American 
capital, and the plunder of private property, is 
without foundation, will be found in the commu- 
nications of the secretaries of the departments of 
war and navy, and of general Dearborn, comman- 
der of the American forces in the attack on York, 


herewith submitted. 
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Department of state, Behuiede 28, 1815. 


St have had the honor'to receive your let- — 
ter, requesting, on behalf of the committee of 
foreign relations, any information which this de- 
partment possesses, relative to the misconduct that » 
has been imputed to the American troops in Up- 
per Canada during the late war; and in reply, I — 
have the honor to state, that the charges appear 
to be confined to three: 1st, The alleged burning 
of York; 2d, the burning of Newark; and 3d, 
the burning of the Iadian A la usually called 2 
the Moravian towns. 

Ist. The burning of Vook; or of any of its 
public edifices, or of any of its private houses, has 
never been presented to the view of the American 
government by its own officers, as matter of in- 
formation; and it never was exhibited by the Bri- 
tish government, or any of its officers, as matter 
of complaint; until it was asserted in ‘the address _ 
of the povet not in chief to the provincial parlia-- 
-ment of Canada, on the 24th of January, 1815, 
“that, as a just retribution, the proud capitol at 
Washington; has experienced a similar fate to that: 
inflicted by an American force on the seat of go- 
vernment in Upper Canada” ‘This assertion, 
having led to an inquiry, I am enabled, from offi- - 
cial due uments, and general informistiont to state © 
the following facts of the case, for the informa fort 
of thecommittee i 

The town of York, in Upper Corind. was tii. ah 
ken by the American army, under the command 
of general Dearborn, on the 27th of April, 1813, 
and it was evacuated on the succeeding Ist. of 
May; although it was again visited for a day, by 
an American. squadron, under the command of. 
commodure Chauncey, on the 4th ofAugust. At 
the time of the capture, the British troops, on their 


D 


retreat, set fire to their magazine, and great injury 
was done by the explosion, to property, as well as 


to persons, within the range of its effects. At the 


time of the capture, as well as at the time of com- 
modore Chauncey’s visit, the public stores were 
seized, and the public storehouses were destroyed; 
but the destruction of public edifices for civil uses, - 


or of private property, was not only unauthorized, 


but positively forbidden, by the American com- 


te ce 


manders; aid, it is understood, that no private 


house was destroyed by the American troops. It 
has recently, however, appeared, that a public 


buiiding of little value, called the parliament house, 
(not the goverament house,) in which it 1s said, 
that an American scalp was found, as a part of 
‘the decoration of the speaker’s chair, had been 


burnt; whether it was so, and if it was, whether 
_it was an accidental consequence of the confusion, 
in which the explosion of the magazine involved 


the town, or the unauthorized act of some exas- 
perated individual, has not been ascertained. ‘lhe 


silence of the military and civil officers of the pro- 


vincial government of Canada seems to indicate, 


that the transaction was not deemed, when it oc- 


curred, a cause, either for retaliation or reproach, 


2d. The burning of Newark, adjacent to Fort 


3 George, occurred on the 10th of December, 1813. 


The act was vindicated by the American general, 


as necessary to his military operations; but as soon 


asthe American government heard of it, instruc- 
tions, dated the 6th of January, 1314, were given 


by the department of war, to major general Wil- 


-kinson, “to disavow the conduct of the officer 


who committed it, and to transmit to governor 


Prevost, a copy of the order, under color of which 
that officer had acted.” ‘This disavowal was ac- 
cordingly communicated, and on the 10th of Fe- 


bruary, 1814, governor Prevost answered, “ that 
it had been with great satisfaction he had received 
the assurance, that the perpetration of the burning 
of the town of Newark, was both unauthorized by 
the American government, and abhorrent to every 
American feeling; that if any outrages had ensued 
the wanton and unjustifiable destruction of New- 
ark, passing the bounds of just retaliation, they 
were to be attributed to the influence of irritated 
passions, on the part of the unfortunate sufferers 
by that event, which in a state of active warfare, 
it had not been possible, altogether to restrain, and 
that it was as little congenial to the disposition of 
his majesty’s government, as it was to that of the 
eovernment of the United States, deliberately to 
adopt any plan of policy, which had for its object 
the devastation of private property.” ze 
But the disavowal of the American government, 
was not the only expiation of the unauthorized 
offence committed by its officer; for, the British 
government undertook, itself, to redress the 
wrong. A few days after the burning of Newark, 
the British and Indian troops crossed the Niagara 
for this purpose; they surprized and seized Fort 
Niagara; they burnt the villages of Lewistown, 
Manchester, Fuscarora, Buffaloe, and Black Rock, 
desolating the whole of the Niagara frontier, and 


tas Be ee a ee 


dispersing the inhabitants, in the extremity of the | 


winter. Sir George Prevost, himself, appears to 
‘have been satisfied with the vengeance that had 
heen inflicted; and, in his proclamation of the 12th 
of January, 1814, he expressly declared, that for 
the burning of Newark, “ the opportunity of pu- 
nishment had occurred; that a full measure of re- 
taliation had taken place, and that it was not his 
intention to pursue further a system of warfare, 
so revolting to his own feelings, and so little con: 
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genial to the British character, unless the future 
measures of the enemy should compel him again 
to resort to it.” With his answer to major gene- 
ral. Wilkinson, which has been already noticed, © 
he transmitted a copy of the proclamation, “as 
expressive of the determination as to his future 
line of conduct,” and added, “that he was happy | 
to learn, that there was no probability, that any 
measures, onthe part of the American govern- 
ment, would oblige him to depart from it” 

3d. The places usually called the Moravian | 
towns, were mere collections of Indian huts and 
cabins, on the river Retrench or Thames, not pro- 


bably worth, in the whole, one thousand dollars. 


The Indians who inhabited them, among whom 
were some notoriously hostile to the United States, 


had made incursions the most cruel into their ter- 
ritory. When, therefore, the American army un- 


der general Harrison invaded Canada, on the 

of | | 18 ,the huts and cabins of the 
hostile Indians were destroyed. But this species 
of warfare has been invariably pursued, by every 
nation engaged in war with the Indians of the 
American continent. However it may be regret- 
ted on the score of humanity, it appears to be the 
necessary means of averting the still greater cala- 
mities of savage hostilities; and it is believed, that 
the occurrence would never have been made the 


subject of a charge against the American troops, 
if the fact had not been misrepresented or misun- 


derstood. Many people at home, and most peo: 


| ple abroad, have been led to suppose, that the Mo- 


. pavian towns were the peaceable settlements of a 


__..... [have the honor to be, &c. 


Pies 


religious sect. of christians, and not the abode of a 


hostile tribe of savages. 


Coots Satya JAS. MONROE. 
To the honorable William W. Bibb; 


Hye, 


chairman of the committee on foreign relations. 
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Navy department, February: 18, 1815. 


‘Sm—In compliance with the request. of the ¥ 
committee of the senate, communicated to. me by 
your note of the 14th current, I have the honor 
to transmit to you, herewith, extracts from the 
letters of commodore Chauncey to the secretary 
of the navy, on the subject of destroying the pub- 
lic storehouses and stores at York, in Upper Ca- 
nada, and which is all the atormation in this de- 
partment, on that subject. es 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, sir, | : 
Your obedient servant, 3 
B. W. CROWNIN SHIELD. 


Hon. Wm. W. Bibb, chair man of a ‘committee of the senate. 


Extract of a letter front! commnedove Isaac Chauncey to the 
secretary of the navy, dated off York, see Cc. iad 20; 


1813. 

“The enemy ack fire to some of his principal 
stores, containing large quantities of naval and 
military stores, as well as a large ship wean | ne 
stocks, near ly finished. ‘ lhe 


From the same to the same, abeed off Niagae August 4, 
1813. 

“In the evening of the 30th ae we weigh: 
ed and stood for York, arrived and anchored in 
that harbor, at about 3, P M.; on the 31st, ran the 
schooners into the upper harbor, landed the ma- 
rines and soldiers, under the command of colonel 
Scott, without opposition; found several hundred 
barrels of flour and provisions in the public store- 
houses, five pieces of cannon, eleven boats, and a- 
quantity of shot, shells, and other ores all ve 
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was either destroyed or brought away. On the 
“first instant, after having received on board all that 
the vessels could take, I directed the barracks and 
the public storehouses to be burned; we then re- 
embarked the men, and proceeded to this place, 
where I arrived yesterday.” 


Letter from general Henry Dearborn to the hon. Joseph B. 
‘Varnum, a member of the senate. 


Boston, October 17, 1814. 


Dear Str—In reply to your letter of the 1ith 
instant, I assure you, in the most explicit manner, 
that no public or private buildings were burned or 
destroyed, by the troops under my command, at 
Y ork, in Upper Canada, excepting two blockhouses, 
and one or two sheds belonging to the navy yard. 
I placed a strong guard in the town, with positive 
orders to prevent any plunder or depredation on 
the inhabitants; and when leaving the place, a let- 
ter was received from judge Scott, chief justice of 
the superior court, in which he expressed his 
thanks for the humane treatment the inhabitants 
had experienced from our troops, and for my par- 
ticular attention to the safety of their persons and 
property. A frigate, on the stocks, and a large 
storelaouse, containing their naval stores, were set 
on fire by the enemy, subsequent to their offer of | 
surrendering the troops and public property. Se. 
-veral of the most valuable public buildings, con- 
‘nected with their principal military positions, were 

destroyed by the explosion of their magazine, 
_ which proved so fatal to our troops; and although 
_ there were strong provocations for burning or de- 
' stroying the town, nothing of the kind took piace, 

more than I have already mentioned, either by 
the army or navy. 

| Your’s, with respectful esteem, 
H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joseph B. Varnum. 
ro) 
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